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Tālofa lava 

RESPONSE TO AN OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST (REF: DOIA047-2024/25) 

On 20 May 2025, you contacted the Ministry for Pacific Peoples (the Ministry) requesting under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), advice, reports, briefings, aide memoires, or any other 

documents the Minister or any member of their Office requested, if any, during/since the week 

beginning 5 May 2025. I have outlined your specific request and my response below. 

Under the OIA can I please request the below advice. 

Reply 22309 (2025) has been answered 

Portfolio: Pacific Peoples (Hon Dr Reti) 

Question: What advice, reports, briefings, aide memoires, or any other documents has the 

Minister or any member of their Office requested, if any, during since the week beginning 5 May 

2025, by title and date?  

Reply: I received the following papers from the Ministry for Pacific Peoples: 

• Memo: Budget breakfast events and communication; 09 May 2025.

• Memo: Pacific Healthy Homes Initiative – Funding Options and Implications; 09 May

2025.

• Info Request: Budget Background Information – Previous five FY; 09 May 2025.

• Weekly Report – period ending 09 May 2025; 09 May 2025.

I have appended to this letter the documents listed above (refer to Appendix 1). Please note, 

some information in the Memo: Budget Breakfast Events and Communication, the Memo: The 

Pacific Healthy Homes Initiative – Funding Options and Implications, and the Weekly Report – 

period ending 09 May 2025 have been withheld under: 

• section 9(2)(a) of the OIA to protect the privacy of natural persons; and

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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• section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the OIA to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time

being which protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown

and officials; and

• section 9(2)(g)(i) of the OIA to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through

the free and frank expression of opinions.

I am satisfied that there are no public interest considerations that render it desirable to make the 

information in these documents that are withheld under section 9 of the OIA available.  

Please note, for the Info Request: Budget Background Information – Previous five FY, the 

individual figures for the 2024/25 and 2025/26 Communications, Projects, and Relationships, and 

Policy Advice appropriations are incorrect, though the total figures are correct. Additionally, the 

figures in the Establishment FTE column in the Protected FTE from 2017-2025 table refer to the 

staff headcount rather than the establishment figure.  

Please also note, decisions about the future of the Pacific Healthy Homes Initiative programme 

are underway, rendering it necessary to withhold the memo in full under the OIA to protect the 

confidentiality of advice tendered by the Minister. The Ministry intends to proactively release this 

memo in full when decisions about the future of this programme have been made by the 

Minister. 

In line with standard OIA practice, the Ministry proactively publishes some of its responses to 

OIA requests. As such, this letter may be published on the Ministry for Pacific Peoples’ website. 

Your personal details will be removed, and the Ministry will not publish any information that 

would identify you or your organisation.   

Should you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact the Ministry 

at: oia requests@mpp.govt.nz.    

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you have the right, under section 28(3) of the OIA, to 

seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a 

complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Ia manuia 

Danilo Coelho de Almeida 

Deputy Secretary 

Corporate and Support Services 
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5.

The Ministry has established communication channels 

6.  the Ministry does not
recommend hosting Budget Breakfast events in 2025.

7. The Ministry will support the Government’s Budget announcements by disseminating
information through its established communication channels, including the Ministry’s website,
stakeholder newsletters, and responding to queries from the community. A communications
plan is being developed to ensure consistent and timely messaging.

8. In addition, targeted engagements will be undertaken with stakeholders from affected
programmes outlining the rationale for funding changes and providing clarity on the next steps.

9.

Next Steps 

10. Budget 2025 communications and post-Budget engagement will remain a standing item at the
Minister’s weekly officials’ meeting through to the end of June 2025. The Ministry will provide
updates on the implementation of the Communications Plan and feedback from key
stakeholders.

Ministry contact: Danilo Coelho de Almeida, Deputy Secretary – Corporate and Support 
Services, 

s9(2)(f)(iv)

s9(2)(f)(iv)

s9(2)(g)(i)

s9(2)(a)
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Information Request – Budget Background Information 

Budget appropriations for the past five financial years, listed by year in totals and percentage for both OPEX and CAPEX. 

Additional Information 

Amounts the Ministry has returned for two cost savings initiatives in Budget 2024 and Budget 2025.  

2

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT 1982
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WEEKLY REPORT TO THE MINISTER 
FOR PACIFIC PEOPLES 

For period ending 9 May 2025 
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2. MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

2.1 Gasav Ne Fäeag Rotuạm Ta - Rotuma Language Week 

The Ministry has issued a media release to Pacific media ahead of Rotuma Language Week beginning this 

Sunday 11 May 2025. This includes a positive quote from a community leader and representative of the Hata 

Collective (Rotuma Language Week NZ Rotuma Leaders Forum) on the vital role the language week plays 

in helping to preserve this unique language. The Ministry is collaborating with your office to ensure your social 

media video is posted on both your account and the Ministry’s to launch the week on Sunday.  

Jaimee Burke, Director Communications, Corporate & Support Services 

3. PRIORITY UPDATES

 Education

3.1 Toloa scholarship recipients’ progression to further study or STEM-related work 

On 28 April 2025, you requested information on using predictive AI risk modelling to identify factors 

influencing Toloa Scholarship recipients’ progression to further study or Science, Technology, Education and 

Mathematics (STEM) careers. This analysis would require data on recipients’ educational outcomes, which 

the Ministry does not currently hold. 

While some insights could be inferred from existing records, there are no formal post-scholarship data 

collection processes. Collecting this data directly from recipients would also require a high response rate to 

be reliable. Alternatively, linking recipient data with other agencies (e.g., Ministry of Education) would face 

privacy and resource limitations and is not feasible in the short term. Although the Stats NZ Integrated Data 

Infrastructure (IDI) is used for linked data analysis, predictive AI modelling is not currently supported within 

the IDI.  

Current research in this area generally shows that students that experience earlier exposure to STEM 

subjects in their schooling will progress through to further study or STEM careers.  

Dr James Greenwell, Deputy Secretary Policy and Insights 

 Housing
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