
Goal 2: Enriching Aotearoa through Prosperous Paci�c Peoples

The Paci�c work force
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Over the last 7 years, since the 
2013 Census (until December 
2020), Paci�c people’s 
employment rate has been 
steadily increasing annually.
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The annual unemployment 
�gures for Paci�c peoples has a 
positive downward trend from 
2013, where it has decreased 
from 14.4 percent to 8 percent in 
2020.  

Underutilisation 
rate

15.8%

(Annual, end of 

Dec 2020)

The trend over the least three 
years has been less steady, 
indicating a large proportion of 
Paci�c peoples in and out of work 
– most likely to be casual or 
temporary in nature. 

Occupations of Paci�c people

Overall, about 65 percent of Paci�c peoples engage in 
unpaid or voluntary activities. Majority of the unpaid 
work is for household work, cooking, repairs, 
gardening.
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More Niueans are engaging in unpaid or voluntary work.  Unpaid activities, ethnic comparisons, 2018 

There are more 
Fijian business 
owners per 
population

A higher rate of Paci�c 
working proprietors is 
middle-aged aged 
between 40 and 65 years

Just over half of business 
owners (57 percent) are 
born in New Zealand.

 52% 
of Paci�c working 
proprietors have a 

certi�cate

(Up from 18% in 2013)
One in four Paci�c people’s (or 26 
percent) are in social housing (or 
Housing New Zealand tenancy)

Migration from the Paci�c 
has been declining over 
the last 10 years. Most 
recent data shows that 
19,242 Paci�c people in 
total were granted 
residency.
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